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It is only in realizing the uniqueness of each humar 
personality that the sheep-level can be transcended. We are 
not simply statistics in a Gallup poll or census form. The 
tendency of politicians and ecclesiastics in all ages to treat 
men as sheep must be resisted at all costs. In an age of mass- 
production, of mass-instruction, of mass-entertainment, i is 
important as never before that there should be those who are 


prepared to stand forth and boldly declare, “We are not 


sheep ! 
A VISIT TO BERLIN 


(From February 11-15, Dr. Van Der Woude, one of 
the 1.A.R.F. Secretaries paid a visit to Berlin in order 
to strengthen the contacts with Liberal Christians and 
Unitarians there. The following is a report on his visit 
taken from the current News Digest of the 1.A.R.F.) 


|= Berlin group had often asked the Secretariat to send 
one of the I.A.R.F. secretaries, for Berlin is a remarkab‘e 
bridge-head of Western democracy. However, their situation 
jis such that contact with religious liberals in Germany and 
outside is scarce and they feel themselves more or less a for- 
gotten group. 

A year ago Professor Buri, who gave a lecture for the 
German tag, gave a paper for this group. But this 
time the purpose was to establish a closer contact especially 
with the LA.R.P. 7 

Generally speaking, the situation of liberal Protestantism 
in Germany is a very difficult one. One gets the impression 
that the ordinary German only values religious and theological 
work if it is done within the confines of the official church. 
From a psychological point of view, groups outside the church 
are always in an unfavou position and they will never 


draw a large number of members. On the other hand, liberals 
within the church are also in a difficult position because the 
are ultra-orthodox and have no use for 


In Berlin the situation is stil! more d:fficult because 
are tired of struggling. They want peace in the church and a 
posit.ve support for their uprooted life. 
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fessors and theologians and not so much of the people? The 
answer was—as I had expected—in the affirmative. They also 
thought i had been a tactical mistake that so little had been 
done to organize the laity. They agreed that in this connection 
there were stiil all sorts of possibilities, also in Berlin. An 
address about Albert Schweitzer, which the Rev. G. Bourquin 
had given a short time ago, had drawn quite a lot of attention 
and this had shown that there surely are prospects. 


I also had the opportunity to have personal chats with 
several of their members, amongst whom was a minister from 
the Eastern sector who told me about the very difficult situation 
under which the church has to work in those parts. I also had 
occasion to see for myself something of this work in East 
Berlin. People live there under a constant and heavy tension, 
but just on account of the difficult circumstances, their faith 
means more to these people than we are used to in Western 
democracy. In the D.D.R. the church tries to avoid as much 
as possible all differences among themselves in order to defend 
by a close unity the values of Christianity. This makes the 
situation in Berlin, with its Western and Eastern zones a very 
complicated one, also with respect to religious and church-life. 
And the liberals have their own extra difficulties besides that. 
We sincerely hope not only that they will be able to keep their 
stand, but that better times will come for them again. The good 


_ wishes and sympathy of the 1.A.R.F. will always be with them. 
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Maltese Conference 
"THE conference which the Government proposes to convene = 
in order to discuss the suggestion of closer union with _ 
Britain made by the Maltese Prime Minister will have to con- ae: 
sider questions of immense constitutional significance. The ‘= 
problem is essentially that of adap.ing to a unitary constitu- | oo 
tion a situation to deal with which has hitherto been the i‘ 
peculiar function of a federal government. Something of the + ¥o 
, sort was done in the case of Barbados ing the Common- i 
The training of ministers, for instance, is conducted in a munication would have made thai plan ultimately unwork- Ff 
conservative orthodox way, and therefore there is practically abie. France has evolved a limited form of representation of ee: 
nv possibility for students who are known as liberals to be some of her colonies in the French Parliament, but that kind = 
admitted to the ministry. The older liberal mimisters who of closer union has not made much progress in recent years. Se 
have already obtained their establishing place are at a dis- Lord Jowitt laid his finger on the real difficulty involved - ra 
advantage for they live under constant pressure and have no “the drawback was that in the United Kingdom Parliament e 
means of publicizing their ideas. one must be a member of Parliament for all purposes.” As a= 
a mation we have been ‘too satisfied to let our constitution ta 
“ grow,” without giving thought for its adaptation to existing | 
stronger one than outsiders can imagine) but this lies in the he absurd to have them dealt with by M.Ps from Malta. - 
field of the political situation. The burning question is : has a As, moreover, other colonies might be expected to follow 
Christian to be in favour of or against rearmament in Germany. Malta’s example, it might well happen that in these days of ee 
This problem overrules all others. small parliamentry majorities matters of immense import- oi 
The contacts which the 1.A-R-F. has in Berlin are as fol- ance to this country are decided by the votes of men from = 
lows : in the official Evangelical Church there are a number of Malta. Mr. Mintoff's own views show that the Maliese repre- . 
liberal members who meet regularly under the energetic leader- would by no means add to the power of the Roman 5 
ship of the Rev. G. Bourquin. Moreover there are two small Church, but the proposals are so revolutionary thei Z* 
Unitarian groups, led respeciively by Dr. Kirschner and Mr. be hoped that nothing will be decided without the = 
Remus, who, however, have no contact with each other be- imation of all the issues imvolved. At the same ‘ 
cause tney have quarrelled, which is—alas—rather 2 common long as a2 constitutionally workable form of union = 
At a meeting which had been arranged for me im 
had the pleasure of giving an address for liberal members of association 
the Evaneelical Church, but the members of the Unitarian |. 
groups had also been invited. I spoke about the aims and The é 
work of the LA.R.F. and the present situation of Religious | 
Liberalism in the world. 
__ It was a fruitful evening. Among other things we con- : 
adered the question why Liberal Protestantism in Germany =% 
and especially im Berlin had become so weak, and that, after 4 
the big congress of 1910 and the eminent liberal leaders who “ 
wed to live and teach in Berlin. Is & really a fact that im . 
: Germany Liberalism has always been more a concern of pro- ‘ 
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small, the quality had been good, especially the quality of is 
UNITARIAN COLLEGE, the preaching, to which unusually numerous tributes had been ; i 
MANCHESTER paid by the churches. Examination work, too, had been i 
Satisfactory, though he mildiy confessed his regret that his / 
students ny made heavy weather of the language, 
| whose study, it seemed, was not made easier by educational _ = 
REV. RAYMOND HOLT RETIRES AS PRINCIPAL methods in the schools of to-day. In Arts Mr. K. Wright : 
passed in two further subjects towards the B.A. degree, viz. aig 
German Language and Literature (Special Grade) and 
Happy Memories Philosophy (General Grade). In Theology Mr. D. M. Klugel, ii 
B.A., had passed Final examinations for the B.D. degree in six eo 
()\ Tuesday afternoon, July 5, the Unitarian College in j Mr. F. Walker, B.A.Hons., had obtained the | oo 
Manchester drew its 1954-55 on to a peaceful and cate in Biblical Knowledge with one extra ig 
happy close. The usual pleasant c nd in addition doing research for his M.A. ‘eg 
general friendliness, which the Pre ve - McMillan had obtained the University / a 
led us to expect, did not fail US OF ' blical Knowledge also with one extra sub- | os 
happy facts, obviously recognized t | (Lay Pastor at Blackley and Middleton) ie 
the occasion specially University Certificate in Theology with one if 
The first is of the wide nc i with Distinctions in Psychology of Religion 44 
the Colle of Biblical Religion. Mr. Doel received the | 
alike ove Proficiency in Biblical Studies, the Georg ~ 
proof of Doctrine 
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any devaluation in the ~ 
external student in the persc and a 
Rediern pointed out that the very -itw 
problem lay in the supply 
nation Of our gospel and determined to | 
There could be no doult of ~ 
that problem. was 4 
the President's duty to introduce Dr. it was fervent r 
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ce Then, with 2 moving prayer and 
Principal R. V. Holt then followed of President, the Proceedings terminated and the < 
the year’s work. Though the sumber pany broke up to take tea, served by the Matron 
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REBUILDING FUND 


NEW ESSEX HALL 


£30,000 STILL WANTED 


Third List of Promises and Subscriptions 


E. E. Chitty, Dover .. sis 
Miss Myra J. Davidson, Bournville ‘i 
Graham Rogers, London, SW3 .. 
Westgate Chapel Women’s League, Lewes 
Mrs. Nora Evans, Leicester 
Rev. E. G. Lee and Mrs. Lee ow 
The Church of the Great Companions, 
Chatham 


Major and Mrs. P. H. Sharpe, Brixham, 
Devon 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bateman, Sheffield, 6 
Miss Nanson, Wilmsiow .. 
In Memory of R. M. Montgomery, K.C. 
Miss M. E. Walters, Farnham _ 


Mrs. M. K. Howse, Bath .. 
Miss A. H. Burgess, Neston, Wirral es 
York Street Non. Sub. Presbyterian Church 


Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Hollingsworth, Bridge 
of Weir .. ‘ 
Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Mitchell, Hjord 
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J. Arthur Coe, Bournemouth s 

Miss L. M. Turner, Bournemouth .. 
Miss E. Bain, Bournemouth 

Miss E. Turner, Bournemouth .. 

Mrs. E. Richards, Bournemouth . 

Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Cundall, Bournemouth 
H. B. Moore ee 

Sydney Roscoe, Harrow et 

Mrs. Lucy Hunt, Heywood is 

Rev. Margaret Barr, Shillong, Assam 
Kenneth Gill-Smith, Evesham ... 

H. Milward, East Putney, S.W.15 . 

Miss Pilcher, Sausalito, California, 
M. Bertha Rawthwaite, Putney 

Frank H. Wilkinson, Middleton .. 

R. A. Wooding, Caterham . eis 
Miss A. B. Stainer, Sherwood st 
Anon. 

W. Blake Odgers. in memory of his parents 
Lady Andrewes, London, N.W./1 . ea 
E. Duncan, Stone by Charnley .. 
Miss Edith Woolley, Nottingham . . 
Miss G. Colton, Nottingham 
Miss Margaret Draper, Nottingham 
E. Rowland Green, Nottingham ... és 
Old Meeting House, Newcastle, Staffs .. 
D. S. Malbon, Newcastle, Staffs . 
Anonymous, Newcastle, Staffs .-. 
Miss Anne D. Holt, Nethy Bridge c 
Mrs. Mary S. O’Brien, Altrincham a 
Walter E. Johnson, Knutsford i mes 


eywood, Bramhall 
North Midland District Women’s League 
Rev. Will Hayes, Meopham Green *. 
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3 0 
MR. 3 0 
0 
F 0 
0 
fs Cc 10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Evelyn, Lady Farrer, Chard 0 
if : 0 
Cc 2 
0 
Miss Mary M. Strachan, Hull ..  .. 0 
is” Miss Ruth E. Maguire, Birmingham, 16 6 
F Miss B. H. Roberts, Nottingham ... os Cc 3 
; David M. Gimson, Leicester 0 
F. H. Miller, Sydenham, SE26 ..  .. 0 
fd. Sir Arnold D. McNair, Cambridge “a 0 
1 : Mrs. Constance A. Hare, Maiden Newton 0 
Mrs. Jennie Ritchie, Manchester, 16 .. Lian B. farrison, N astle-under- 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram” Kilingsworth 
r. rs. i 
Mrs. Threadgold, Hendon, N.W4 Richmond 0 
| Miss Annie Dickinson, Colwyn Bay - A. G. Hulme, Stockport .. be Beg 0 
Mrs. A. A. Laycock The Misses Hamilton, Stockport 6 
Rev. and Mrs. F. Sokeil, Fulwood Mrs. Cox, Stockport 6 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Dawes... Mr. and Mrs. P. McLachlan, Stockport .. 
Dr. S. P. Bhatia, Mexborough .. Mrs. Marsden, Stockport... ..  .. 4 
Flowery Field, Hyde, Women's League .. £ 
Mrs. M. L. Beard. Windermere .. iss F. K. Jones, Sidmouth 
Richard Mansell, JP. Shrewsbury v 
Mrs. Edith Mansell, Shrewsbury .-. é 
Sydney Mansell, Shrewsbury 6 
Wilfred Haslam, St. Annes-on-Sea = J. E. Holimmrake, Shrewsbury 
H.B.L. Monk, Watford .. .. Theodore Mansell, 
R. O. Williams Mrs. M. Bolton, Oswestry 
| Miss O. B.C. Casey. Bournemouth George S. Lancashire, Chivilog .. 
Mrs. E. Selby, Bournemouth Mr. and Mrs. F_ M_ Jones, Monton 
Mrs. A. Brown. Bournemouth .. Miss Catherine Holt, Cirencester .. § 
Bournemouth Women's League .-. W. Clarke, Preston -- 
| and Mrs. Redfern, Bournemouth Tyson, Manchester, 14 
and Mrs. W. Crompton, Nottingham 4 
Misses A. A. and B. P. Freeman. P 
Miss Ruth Holt, Cirencester 
Kingswood Chapel. Hollywood .. 
Marple Unitarian Church. Marple 
Western District Women's League 
(Comtmued on pox 
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